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So when VW asked me to  
review the Amarok I took on 
the task - on one condition: 
That the truck is tested through 
the eyes of a hunter. I am not a 
writer for vehicle magazines, 
thus able to state all the obvi-
ous facts these pro´s know lots 
about. I would test this vehicle 
and write about using it as a 
hunting utility tool as such – 
only I can´t wear it on my belt!
 A brief outline of the specs 
of the VW Amarok follows. 
Please note: I have chosen 
specs somewhat relevant to 
hunters, fishermen, gather-
ers and general lovers of the  
outdoors.

Main Specs:

Model: 4wd Trendline 8-speed 
Automatic Transmission TDI
 The Amarok has a massive 
420 Nm of Torque and 132 kW 
of Power all from a 2.0 Litre 
engine, compared to a 3.0L  
Hilux which has 343 Nm/126 
kW respectively.

• Four Cylinders
• Twin Turbo common rail  
 fuel injection system
• 80 Litre fuel tank capacity
• Permanent 4Motion four  
 wheel drive
• Heavy leaf springs mounted  
 to the outside of the chassis

• Approach Angle: 28º 
• Departure angle: 23.6º
• Ramp Angle: 23º
• Side slope angle: Up to 50º
• Hill Climbing capacity:  
 Sit down whilst you read  
 this!  
 A trailer load of three   
 tonnes of venison is no   
 problem at 12% incline.  
 With a payload of one   
 tonne it can conquer hills  
 up to 45º incline!
• Wading depth: 500mm
• Cruise control

Weight and Dimensions:

Gross vehicle mass: 3,040 kg
Length: 5,254 mm
Width (incl. wing mirrors): 
2,228 mm
Height: 1,834 mm
Wheelbase: 3,095 mm

Various Features:

• 12 volt power outlet in the  
 side wall of the rear tray  
 area, perfect for 
 attachments of spotlights  
 and portable 12 volt fridges
• Four lashing eyes for load  
 securing
• Lockable rear tailgate

It’s a little ‘comprehensive’ reviewing a vehicle, and admittedly I was left somewhat 
astounded by this. It is a huge responsibility, just like any other item I review. 
However, the difference lies in the following. I am a gear freak beyond belief 
and have extensive knowledge about how certain types of gear works in 
different conditions. However, when it comes to vehicles –  
especially hunting vehicles, I tend to be good at only 
one thing regarding them, and that is 
to break them!

Reviewed by Per 
Agerlund Jacobsen

“Amarok”
 means “wolf ” in Inuit, 

it is associated with “he loves 

stones” in Romance languages. 

It also resembles “tomorrow” in 

Irish plus is also the title of a 
1990 record album by 

musician Mike Oldfield.



ARE YOU SITTING DOWN YET?! 4Motion hill climbing ability.  
This vehicle climbs river banks and steep inclines with ease.
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• Cup holders rear and front
• Grab handles throughout  
 in both rear and front
• 20,000km oil service   
 intervals!
• ESP (Electronic 
 Stability Program) with  
 hill start/descent assist   
 and trailer stabilisation
• Anti-spin regulation (ABS/ 
 ASR) including off-road  
 ABS along with electronic  
 differential lock
• 17” ALDO alloys with 
 flared wheel-arches and 
 245/65 112T tyres

• Fuel type: Diesel
• Fuel consumption: 
 8.3 L/100km
• Radio system: “MIB-G” 
 with MP3 compatible 
 single CD Player, six loud
 speakers and AUX-in   
 Socket
• Provision for mobile   
 phone with Bluetooth   
 (hands free profile,  
 A2DP profile)

Currently retails at: 
$61,990 

Flick the Bonnet

Being German engineering 
I had to work out where the 
bonnet release lever was situ-
ated until I slowly realised this 
is a European vehicle and not 
everything is shifted over to 
the driver’s side. Underneath 
a 2.0 litre powerful twin turbo 
TDI engine hides itself deliv-
ering 420Nm of torque. The 
trendline automatic comes in 
an eight-speed gearbox whilst 
the manuals have a six-speed 
gearbox. Driving the Amarok 
up steep inclines I really feel 

the computer doing the work. 
It automatically transfers 
smoothly into low ratio with 
very little effort from the accel-
erator. It has given me a huge 
amount of confidence when 
tackling the boulders amidst 
the riverbeds in the high coun-
try where I just can’t phone 
for help. The Twin Turbo is a 
delight on the open road when 
overtaking the vehicles in 
front. Tackling road cones in 
the daily grind I have found the 
engine to be almost superior to 
its use. It has a huge amount of 
grunt and is very reliable.
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Hop inside mate

One thing that struck me,  
being a previous owner of 
a Safari Wagon with a 4.2  
litre engine, is that I no longer 
need earmuffs when driving! 
At 100 Km/h the engine’s rpm 
stands firm at 1,750 and inside 
the cabin the noise is virtu-
ally gone. The tyres are the 
creators of the noise on-road. 
The comfort in the cabin is 
great and resembles German 
quality.  Generously equipped 
with grab handles throughout 
means that all of my passen-
gers, including myself, always 
have “something” to hang on 
to when the going gets tough 
and the Amarok starts to roll. 
Even then the heavy-duty leaf 
springs mounted on the out-
side of the chassis makes the 
off-roading so much more en-
joyable. The space in the cabin 
is very generous, in particular 
for the passengers sitting be-
hind.

Chuck it in the back mate

The back tray area has an impres-
sive 2.52 cubic metres with room 
for a whole hunting camp with 
room to spare. The maximum 
width sits at 1,620 mm and the 
overall length lands the rear tray 
area on 1,555 mm, with a height 
of 508 mm.
I found there were numerous 
options to fit lids or a canopy 
on the rear tray. Being a tradie  
I use this vehicle in the daytime 
as well and needed something 
strong and durable. I settled on 
the Utemaster Load-Lid as it had 
a 150kg load rating, was easy 
to remove, and had heavy duty 
lashing points which are perfect 
to lash down animals hunted, 
along with being fully lockable. 
In terms of deck liners there 
are numerous options to go for.  
I chose one that has a very sturdy 
surface. This means in the mind 
of shooting that if you’re out on 
the farm on a bit of rabbit control 
you are less likely to slide around. 

Pros:

• Eight-Speed Automatic.
• Six kilometres/hour in 
first gear – perfect for bounc-
ing along boulders in the river-
beds.
• Standard fitted with ISO-
FIX for a baby car seat which 
was a real bonus for me, being 
a dad to a five-week-old baby 
girl.
• Safety, the VW Amarok 
scored an impressive 5 star 
rating in the ANCAP test. This 
was the first dual-cab utility 
to receive a 5-star rating from 
ANCAP.
• The grunt this vehicle has 
makes it a breeze to tackle oth-
erwise very challenging obsta-
cles.
• Superior comfort in the 
cabin, both front and rear.
• Adaptability and a gener-
ous amount of options to fit  
accessories.

Cons:

• Spare parts are rather ex-
pensive. Very early on I broke 
the wing mirrors. A normal 
wing mirror is pushed either 
back or forward so minimises 
the width when driving in 
bush or on narrow roads. If 
you hit anything at speed your 
wing mirrors generally tend to 
collapse inwards allowing you 
to push them out again once 
the obstacle is behind you, 
without any damage to the 
wing mirror. On the Amarok 
the wing mirrors need to be 
turned clockwise in a rotating 
movement to minimise the 
width. Once I drove the wing 
mirror into its first obstacle 
it broke instantly as it is not 
designed to receive minor im-
pacts due to the way the mirror 
collapses into the vehicle. This 
to me seems a rather pointless 
design on a truck designed for 
the outdoors.

Heavy duty lashing points are perfect 
to lash down animals hunted.

12 volt power outlet in the tray area.

The Utemaster Load-Lid.

TJM Snorkel specifically 
designed for the VW Amarok.



A major player in the vehicle industry 
for lovers of the outdoors.
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• Having never driven a Ute 
before I have found the transi-
tion from a short wheel base 
truck to this Amarok to be 
enormous. For urban daily us-
age it’s not ideal. Trying to fit 
it into a carpark in one go is an 
impossible ask for me – at the 
moment anyway! In all fair-
ness my confidence in regards 
to the size of the Ute is growing 
the more I use it.
• The automatic trendline 
does not have low ratio when 
reversing. This would be of 
great use if, for whatever rea-
son, you needed to bail out of a 
river crossing or you are stuck 
and trying to reverse back to 
where you came from.
• The Bluetooth connec-
tion from my phone to the 
radio is not working very well 
as on occasions it does not 
want to register my phone’s  
audio. However, I am sure this 
would be the smallest prob-
lem to face when buying a new  
vehicle.

My take on the VW 
Amarok as tested in 
the Southern Alps of 
New Zealand

VW have taken the best from 
their top selling commercial 
van, the Transporter, and put it 
into the Amarok and a great deal 
of the VW Polo´s electricity has 
also been adapted into it. Driv-
ing and handling the Amarok in 
the mountains, on and off road 
tracks, through rivers and on the 
beach this vehicle gives me, the 
driver, a serious boost of confi-
dence knowing it will take me 
above and beyond safely. 
 Personally I think this will be 
a major player in the vehicle in-
dustry for lovers of the outdoors, 
farmers and tradespeople. I feel 
safe inside the cabin and most 
importantly I feel confident that 
my wife and child are safe as 
well. 
 The Amarok has really  
redefined how I drive on and off 
road. 

Whilst the transition to han-
dling and manoeuvring such 
a big truck has been compre-
hensive, I enjoy so many of the 
day-to-day features the truck 
has.  To be able to lash animals 
onto the back and know that 
my hunting equipment in the 
tray area will not get blood 
spilled on it is fantastic. Oth-
er practical features include 
the 12 volt power outlet in the 
tray area, the wading depth of 
500mm, the attachments on 
the roof that make it easy to 
chuck on a roof rack and go 
skiing or mountain biking, the 
numerous lashing points situ-
ated in the tray area and all the 
grab handles in the cabin to as-
sist passengers.
 This vehicle climbs river 
banks and steep inclines with 
ease and after I had to suc-
cumb to the realisation that 
the computer would NOT 
crash on a mission up a river 
I now enjoy letting the com-
puter do the work of get-
ting the truck up the hill.  

The truck simply shifts into 
low ratio 4wd and slowly 
climbs the banks without any 
hassle.

Accessories fitted onto 
my VW Amarok:

• Seikel Rock Sliders
• Utemaster Load-Lid with  
 lashing point
• Sportguard Deck Liner
• Removable tow bar
• TJM Snorkel specifically   
 designed for the VW Amarok
• 265/65R17 MT764 Maxxis  
 Bighorn Mud tyres
• Off road rim MAK Raptor;  
 each with a load rating of  
 1,100 kg per wheel!
• Sports bar

For further facts on the 
VW Amarok visit:
www.volkswagen.co.nz
www.rightcar.govt.nz/
ancap-test-results.html

Wading depth of 500mm and six kilo-
metres/hour in first gear – perfect for 

bouncing along boulders in the riverbeds.


